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Sunday 5th December  Advent 2 

 09.30 Holy Communion in Bletchingdon 

 09.30 Holy Communion in Chesterton * 

 09.30 Morning Worship in Middleton Stoney* 

 09.30 Morning Worship in Wendlebury 

11.00 Family Service in Chesterton 

11.00 Holy Communion in Kirtlington 

18.00 Advent Vigil (Taizé) in Weston 

 

Sunday 12th December Advent 3 

 09.30 Holy Communion in Bletchingdon* 

 09.30 Holy Communion in Wendlebury 

11.00 Holy Communion in Chesterton 

11.00 Morning Worship in Kirtlington* 

11.00 Café Church in Weston 

15.00 Carol Service in Hampton Gay 

16.00 Evensong in Middleton Stoney# 

 

Sunday 19th December Advent 4 

 10.00 Zoom service 

 11.00 Morning Worship in Chesterton 

 16.00 Evensong in Wendlebury# 

17.00 Crib and Carol Service in Bletchingdon 

17.00 Crib and Carol Service in Middleton Stoney 

18.00 Crib and Carol Service in Weston 

18.30 Carol Service in Kirtlington 

 

Friday 24th December Christmas Eve 

 16.00 Crib Service in Chesterton 

 16.00 Crib Service in Kirtlington 

 17.00 Crib and Carol Service in Wendlebury 

 22.00 Midnight Mass in Bletchingdon 

22.00 Midnight Mass in Middleton Stoney 

22.00 Midnight Mass in Weston 

23.00 Midnight Mass in Chesterton 

 

Saturday 25th December Christmas Day 

 9.00 Holy Communion in Wendlebury 

10.30 Holy Communion in Kirtlington 

10.30 Christmas Worship in Weston 

 

Sunday 26th December St Stephen 

 9.30 Holy Communion in Chesterton 
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 AKEMAN BENEFICE SERVICES 
                       FOR 

Advent & Christmas  
 

Sunday 5 December  Advent 2 
18.00 Weston Advent Vigil with silence, song, and Taizé music. 

  

Thursday 9 December 
17.00 Middleton Stoney Carols by Candlelight with Bruern Abbey School Choir 

  

Sunday 12 December  Advent 3 
15.00 Hampton Gay Carol Service (outside if fine) 

  

Friday 17 December 
18.00 Chesterton Carol Service 

  

Sunday 19 December  Advent 4 
17.00 Bletchingdon Crib and Carol Service  

17.00 Middleton Stoney Crib and Carol Service  

18.00 Weston Crib and Carol Service  

18.30 Kirtlington Nine Lessons and Carols 
  

Friday 24 December Christmas Eve 
16.00 Chesterton Crib Service 

16.00 Kirtlington Crib Service  

17.00 Wendlebury Crib Service 

22.00 Bletchingdon Midnight Mass 

22.00 Middleton Stoney Midnight Mass  

22.00 Weston Midnight Mass 

23.00 Chesterton Midnight Mass 
  

Saturday 25 December Christmas Day 
09.00 Wendlebury Christmas Communion with 

carols 

10.30 Kirtlington Christmas Communion with carols 

10.30 Weston Christmas Morning Worship (not HC)  
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Other December Services & Events: 
10th/11th December: Wendlebury Community Choir Christmas concerts in church 

10th  December: 14.00 Bletchingdon School carols in church 

14th December:  09.30 Chesterton School carols in church 

15th December: 18.00 Kirtlington School carols in church 

20th December: 18.00 – 20.00 Winter Wonderland in Chesterton 
 

Please check the website or Facebook for up-to-date information. It is possible we may have 

to alter arrangements if the Covid situation changes. Some services might be held outside, 

so do wrap up! 
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Contact details 

Do feel free to contact a member of the ministry team if you would like to chat 

over anything, or a churchwarden if you would like information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding Officer:  
Nicky Donne 01869 351748 
safeguarding.akeman@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contents 
• Services and events in December 

• Focus on our church buildings and how they are used 

• Services and events in late October and November 

• Living in Love and Faith 

 

Churchwardens 

Bletchingdon: Judith Ledger 01869 351542 
Deputy: Fiona Teddy 01869 350034 
Email: bletchingdon.akeman@gmail.com 
 
Chesterton: David Attwood 01869 241581 
Andrew Thomas 01869 247230 
Email: chesterton.akeman@gmail.com 
  
Hampton Gay: Julian Bagwell 01865 378012 
Graham Dunn 01865 373696 
Email: hamptongay.akeman@gmail.com 
 
Kirtlington: Ann Mowat 01869 350525 
Deputy: Margaret Forey 01869 351494 
Email: kirtlington.akeman@gmail.com 
 
Middleton Stoney: Marc Swan 01869 343956 
Catherine Fulljames 01869 343237 
Email : middletonstoney.akeman@gmail.com 
 
Wendlebury: Jackie Hucker 01869 322883 
Charles Darby 01869 323536 
Email: wendlebury.akeman@gmail.com 

 
Weston: Eric Bohm 01869 352006 
Peter Driver 01869 350569 
Email : westononthegreen.akeman@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry team 

Rector: The Rev’d Gareth Miller  
01869 350224 
akemanbenefice@gmail.com 
 
Associate priest: The Rev’d Nick Ktorides 
01869 324191 
nickktorides.akeman@gmail.com 
 
Retired priest: The Rev’d Dr Paula Clifford 
01869 350806 
cliffordpaula.akeman@gmail.com 
 
Retired priest: The Very Rev’d Bob Wilkes 
01869 350159 
bobwilkes.akeman@gmail.com 
 
Licensed Lay Minister:  
Paul Clifford 01869 351652 
paulclifford.akeman@gmail.com 
 
Children and Families’ Co-ordinator:  
Gemma Maybank 07765 104253  
gemmamaybank.akeman@gmail.com  
 
 
 

To send information, articles, news etc to the 

Benefice Bulletin contact 

joannaclifford.akeman@gmail.com 
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Focus on: our church buildings   
 

Millstones round our necks? 

 It is easy for PCCs to feel that ancient village churches are a burden of nightmarish 

proportions  – constantly in need of repair, an endless drain 

on limited resources. Sometimes the ecclesiastical 

establishment seems to convey the same message: the 

Church is people, not buildings, we hear, and from time to 

time Victorian churches in towns and mediaeval ones in 

villages are sold for other purposes. Last week’s Church 

Times featured a twelfth-century listed Grade II church in 

a Herefordshire village which is being sold for conversion 

into housing, to the distress of a family whose three-year-

old son is buried a few feet from its walls; they complained 

that relatives of those buried in the churchyard were not 

consulted. I can see their point, though I do also wonder 

how much they would be willing to pay annually towards 

the maintenance of the church, and whether they 

regularly attend services there or anywhere else. It seems that no service has been 

conducted there since 2003, and the church was formally closed three years later. Evidently 

the message ‘Use it or lose it’ was not heard by the (small) local population, and the diocese 

gave up on it. 

 

 But there is another way of looking at church buildings. Four anecdotes will make 

my point; none of the people concerned were churchgoers. A resident in this village whose 

son was travelling in the Far East received, out of the blue, news that he had died. She said 

to me later ‘I had to get out of the house. I went straight round to the church’. It was a 

Sunday afternoon and deplorably the church was shut, which it should not have been: I guess 

the keyholder for that week had been to a morning service and thought ‘I can save myself 

the trouble of coming back this-evening: no-one will come’. Well, someone did; and sat in 

the porch instead. 

 

 Another resident who, as he regularly told me, is a confirmed atheist, when he was 

made redundant and was job-hunting in vain for months, was in the habit of going to sit in 

the church from time to time ‘to collect my thoughts’, he said. 

 

 About eight or nine years ago a man was found weeping in the porch, looking for 

someone to teach him ‘how to pray’. His life was in bits, and he was in total despair. As a 

result of that visit he gradually managed to turn things around and get back on his feet 

(though in fact nobody ever did teach him to pray: I reckon that God thought coming to the 

church for help was a prayer in itself). 

 

 A workman repairing our leaking conservatory roof this-morning turned out to be a 

Londoner who for family reasons had moved to this area a year ago; when he told me he 

preferred London because it was ‘so historic’ I objected that our parish church was historic 
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too. ‘You a Christian?’ he said. I said I was. ‘I’m not’, he said, ‘’but I do go into a church 

sometimes to say a few words’. 

 

 Church buildings are powerful. They are a constant reminder that God exists and 

believers exist. They are the first port of call for those wanting to make contact with the 

Church: people may not know where the vicar lives, and are certainly unlikely to know who 

belongs to the ‘house groups’ that are the latest ecclesiastical idea, but churches are visible 

and recognisable, and their message is unambiguous (also their notice-boards tell you – or 

ought to -  how to contact the vicar). And a place that has been prayed in for many years 

has an atmosphere to which people respond, gaining peace and strength and reassurance 

from these troublesome, expensive ancient buildings. They give something to the needy and 

distressed, as to those who are seeking God or reaching out to Him in their own way. We 

are not wasting our time when we labour to preserve them. It’s worth remembering that.  

                                      

Margaret Forey, Kirtlington 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Church in the Community 
 

As well as a place of succour and peace for individuals, as Margaret describes above, our 
church buildings and churchyards can also provide a community focus. Middleton Stoney 
has had a churchyard-tidy, much appreciated by families attending the All Souls’ service. 
Another section of the dry-stone wall in Wendlebury has been completed and topped and 
tools down for the winter, and they say “A huge thank you for all the volunteers who have 
helped so far with demolition, rebuilding, carrying, sorting, cheerleading, and making the 
tea, coffee and cake!  Everyone is greatly appreciated, even the visiting friends / 
relatives / children and dogs that get dragged along to join in.” 
 

 

Obvious satisfaction for a job well done in Wendlebury 
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Something to think about 
 

 

 churchyard clearance party? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our churches have welcomed people for a wide variety of events 

In the last few weeks 

There was no muck and no one was injured 

In fact nuthin’ to laf at at all, 

The night, that we went to the churchyard 

That lies just at the end of the wall. 

Some folks were raking up grasses 

And some were stuffin’ the bins 

They hoped that an evening of KWACing 

Would absolve them of all of their sins. 

They spread out their grub on the tombstones 

And turned their backs on the kirk, 

They conserved the grounds for the wildlife 

And praised the Lord for their work. 

For those who might have been tithing 

And worshipping God in the church 

Were raking and lifting and scything 

And helping for all they were worth. 

And the church that needed their succour 

Fell down over time in decay 

But the glory of Kirtlington churchyard 

Was nurtured for aye and a day. 

 

 

 

 

 

How can we encourage those supportive 

people in the community who rarely come 

inside church to feel more part of the 

body of Christ, and avoid the scenario 

described vividly by a visiting relation 

who had helped with the Kirtlington 

Wildlife and Conservation Society’s 

churchyard clear-up a few years ago? 

 

And how we could we make our churches 

even more welcoming to these community 

people, to the pilgrim, the visitor, the 

tourist, the seeker and the sad? Some 

good ideas already in place are: a library 

in the porch, booklets encouraging 

prayer, and prayer trees. Visiting dogs are 

welcomed with water bowls. In 

Wendlebury there is a prayer box and 

prayer tree which is incorporated into the 

weekly prayers. In most churches there 

are church guides to the history of the 

church; in Kirtlington there is even a 

special interactive children’s guide. 

Chesterton provides a big statement of 

welcome.  

 

It would be really interesting  

to hear from you, either via  

an article in next month’s  

Bulletin, or as a Letter to  

the Editor, of which this benefice 

circulation is singularly short.  

 

? 

 

 

 



8 
 

❖ A CONCERT in Bletchingdon  

Judith reports that “We were delighted to be able to host the first of a proposed series of 

Akeman concerts organised by Bletchingdon resident, Daniel Tate.  Daniel is a professional 

singer based at New College who has sung with distinguished choirs in Britain and abroad.  

Daniel was accompanied by Donal McCann, organist at New College. 

 

The concert, on the theme ‘Music for Remembrance’, included settings by Peter Warlock, 

Ivor Gurney and George Butterworth and made a great impression on the 60+ people who 

attended. We are very excited by Daniel’s ambition to organise further concerts.” 

 

❖ Poppies to remember the fallen  

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weston-on-the-Green 

This is the result of the creative talents 

of Mandy Jones who organized 

members of the village to create their 

own poppies to be included in the 

cascading display. Mandy augmented 

them with her own poppies.  

On the font in 

Kirtlington 

 

In Bletchingdon the concert and the Service of Remembrance were enhanced by the 

display of over 200 poppies which had been knitted or crocheted by Sally Cross and 

Sue Macready and which cascaded from the pulpit and the font.  
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❖ The Services of Remembrance 

This year the Service of Remembrance in Bletchingdon was 

attended by a serving soldier, Luke Williams, a member of a 

long-established Bletchingdon family. Luke is serving with 

REME and is in his second year of training. He was 

accompanied by his proud mother, Grace and his step-father, 

Barney Tharby, a former soldier. 

In Chesterton the service was held around the lychgate, 

which also serves as the war memorial, and in Kirtlington it 

was outside the west door. Wendlebury also reports that  

“The Remembrance Service took place outside and the 

weather was kind to us.  Many folks enjoyed the service and 

stayed for coffee and biscuits afterwards.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

❖ Kirtlington hosted an exhibition of art works, to coincide with the COP 26 

conference in Glasgow, from local people who had joined a day to think about the 

value that nature has in their lives. 
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❖ Young and old continue to enjoy the wonderful cakes, play and chat at Rise and Shine, 

for all the benefice, on Wednesday mornings in term-time, in Kirtlington Church 

  

 

Getting  ready for Advent 

 

Fairtrade stall for Christmas preparation 
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❖ And in October, too late to be reported in our last Bulletin, there were the 

All Souls’ Services. 

 

In Kirtlington, 20 parishioners who had died in the last year or so were remembered in a 

moving service.  

50 people gathered at St Mary’s Weston-on-the-Green for theirs. The editor asked Eric 

Bohm about it: he replied… 

“Our service was well attended this year for several reasons. The prime reason was the 
opportunity to remember friends and loved ones who departed during the Covid-19 
quarantine period, when restrictions prevented corporate gatherings. Once aspect of grief is 
the necessity for friends to share the burden and stress of mourning. 
 
The service was a moving experience. Paula Clifford’s homily focused on finding friendship in 
bereavement, and drawing comfort from the promise of Jesus that He is our friend. The 
significant act was the lighting and laying of individual candles at the altar. Music plays an 
important role in the emotional aspect of remembrance with well-remembered hymns sung. 
People entered church to the 2nd Movement of Beethoven’s Third Symphony and left to the 
strains of Elgar’s Nimrod. 
 
We issued personal invitations to the next of kin of those who had died in 2020/21. Each 
letter was addressed to a specific person (widow/widower/relative/close friend) with the 
name of the departed soul specified. While this may appear to be a daunting task, the 
logistics were manageable with the help of the Mail Merge function available on Word 
processing software. This also affords an opportunity to develop a database for future 
services, which we intend to use next year. 
 
These were hand delivered or mailed to the next of kin. The hand delivery presented the 
opportunity to meet with people and talk to them about the service. Word of mouth 
advertising is the most effective means of communicating. 
 
We felt it was also important that everyone should be included in the service, whether or not 
their loss was recent, and it was lovely that many people felt able to remember long absent 
family and friends in this way. 
 
The feedback from those who attended was overwhelmingly positive. People felt they paid 
respectful homage to those who have left us and that the service was a comfort to them 
personally.” 
 

❖ Plus, of course, there have been all the regular services.  

In Wendlebury Breakfast Church with hot coffee, juice, and pastries, was a very happy 

start to the day for 18 people.  A short sermon was given by Gemma Maybank and 

enthusiastically appreciated by the children (as well as the chocolate cakes). Chesterton 

were pleased to get back to its first Café Church for a couple of years, this time held in 

the school, with the usual delicious pasties and some thinking about “Hope” inspired by a 

film clip, with a modern take on the “Prodigal Son” story. 
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Other news from our churches: 

Following the success of the 2020 Bletchingdon Advent 

calendar plans are being made to repeat the event.  

Each evening in Advent a different household will illuminate a display.  A stroll around the 

village provides an opportunity to admire the lights and chat to neighbours. 

Wendlebury Community Choir are performing a Christmas Concert in the church on 
Friday 10th and Saturday 11th December, with mulled wine and mince pies. 
Tickets are on sale now. 

  
In Middleton Stoney the hole in the church roof has now been repaired thanks to a grant 

from Viridor. A churchyard tidy in October drew approving comments from families 

attending the All Souls’ service. There are still problems with the main gates to the park 

not always opening, and the access path to church via the playground is problematic (the 

parish council are working on this). Mrs Curzon, the oldest resident, recently died aged 

108. 

Weston asks whether there are any takers for a heavy oak panel which has been removed 

from behind the organ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW ANYBODY WHO WOULD LIKE THE INFORMATION ABOUT SERVICES IN PRINTED 

FORM? For those people there is a “Vital Information” sheet, on 2 sides of A4, which can 

easily be printed out. Wardens may like to make a few and leave them in the back of 

church. Please ask to be sent a copy if you are not a warden and know someone who 

would benefit from this sheet, which replaces the former “Pew Notes”.  

 

Last, but not least, Living in Love and Faith 

 

 

Here, celebrating “Christ the King” in a crown 

made at the morning service 

 in Bletchingdon on 21st 
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“They never ask me what I think”. Well, now they are asking! 

Living in Love and Faith, the Church of England’s major report on identity, sexuality, 

marriage and relationship issues, was published in 2020. In a rare move, the General Synod 

has set out to consult congregations as part of a national conversation. This is your chance 

to learn about what the Report says and to contribute your views on matters including 

same-sex marriage, transgender issues and sexual identity. 

Over the course of a day, carefully-curated sessions will include video interviews, 

reflection on the Church’s teaching, some Bible study and plenty of group discussion. You 

will hear a wide variety of experiences and opinions from a number of people in the 

Church, and have the chance to think through your own responses in a stimulating but safe 

environment.  

The day will be jointly-led by our own Revd Dr Paula Clifford and Paul Clifford, LLM, who 

will do their best to enable open but respectful exchanges in areas where views can be 

strong and deeply-held. 

The dates for the consultation days are Tuesday 18th January 2022 and Saturday 5th 

February 2022, 9.30am to 5pm. The two days will be the same so to be involved you only 

need to attend one. Venues are not yet finalised but will be within the benefice. 

If you would like to take part please contact either Paula 

(cliffordpaula.akeman@gmail.com or on 350806) or Paul (paulclifford.akeman@gmail.com 

or on 351652).  

The Church wants to hear from you. Please get involved. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

The deadline for submissions to the January Benefice Bulletin is 20th December. The editor 

suggests you don’t leave it until then as Christmas could be a distraction…. 

Joannaclifford.akeman@gmail.com 
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